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Protein on the Rise as Diets and Incomes Shift Worldwide

by Kailey Foster

ising global economies, especially in

developing countries, are leading to a surge

in protein consumption. This shift is driven
not only by the increasing purchasing power
of consumers worldwide, but also by changing

views on the role of
protein in diets, said
I1linois Corn Growers
Association Board
Member Rob Elliott.

“People are looking

at protein a little bit
differently—more
positively than they
have in the past,” said
Elliott. “This whole GLP-1
medicine trend seems to
be driving that. As much
concern as we had about
the RFK Jr. discussion,
it’s actually probably
come out okay when it
comes to diet and the
meat sector.”

With this increased
demand, export markets
are seeing roughly a two
percent annual rise in
protein. These changes
have been prominent in
Southeast Asia, Latin

We're accepting new patients
in Monmouth and Roseville.

Scan to schedule

an appointment.

America, and North America.

“There are a lot of countries around the world
that are demanding improvements in their diets,
whether it’s protein or vegetable products—

that’s a bright spot,”
said Ron Moore,
former American
Soybean Association
president.

“Disposable income
in developing
countries is
increasing. And
what do people do
when they have more
disposable income?
They want a better
diet.”

The increased
demand for protein
is also being driven
by social media
trends promoting
healthier lifestyles.
Research from
Cargill found that in
the United States, 61
percent of consumers
have increased their
protein intake since
2024.

Online Tools Transform Traditional Auction Industry

by Kailey Foster

In the age of rapidly evolving technology, even
the most traditional industries have had to
adapt to stay relevant, including the auction
world. Thad Tharp, owner of Tharp Auction
Service, said digital tools are transforming how
buyers and sellers connect.

“The auction method of marketing has been
around for hundreds of years — a trusted, tried-
and-true way of marketing any asset class,” shared
Tharp. “The internet and modern technology have
really opened the gates, giving us the ability to
reach people anywhere in the world. I feel very

WS LR

Ag Service, Inc.

541 160th Ave. Kirkwood, IL 61447

NMiarfim

fortunate to have some young people on our team

(309) 255-1458

(309) 255-6700

who are helping me be efficient in using that technology and leveraging that database to reach
buyers and bidders from all over the country — and all over the world.”

In a recent sale, Tharp said they sold a road grader from Warren County to a buyer in Pakistan-
a transaction made possible through the online format.
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New County Director Named as Lisa Torrance Retires from
Extension

by Kailey Foster

he University of Illinois Extension has welcomed Tara Heath as the new County Director for
Henderson, Knox, McDonough, and Warren counties.

A lifelong resident of McDonough County, Heath brings extensive experience in local agriculture
and Extension to her new role.

“I was raised on a farm outside of Macomb, and I've lived in McDonough County all my life,”
said Heath. “I went to school at Western Illinois University and got my degree in agriculture, and
stayed and worked at WIU for several years before joining Extension.”

Before stepping into her new position, Heath
served as a Commercial Ag Educator for Fulton,
Mason, Peoria, and Tazewell Counties.

“I really enjoyed that work for Extension, and
I'm super excited to come home,” she added.

Stronghurst
309-924-1172 Heath comes into the role as longtime County
Director Lisa Torrance steps into retirement
7; after 24 years of working with Extension.

s T As Torrance reflects on her career, she noted
Trusted Ag Lendlng’ Close to-me just how much her role has evolved over the

‘ years.

“It has changed a lot. The biggest change is
that when I came in and was over one county
and about three or four people, and now I'm
supervising four counties, and have somewhere
between 15 and 20 people most of the time,
depending on the time of the year that I'm
' supervising.”

Torrance shares some of the highlights from

g - working in Extension including community

v.@‘ programs such as Welcome to the Real World,
" Youth Leadership Academies, and County Fairs.

TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR FUTURE.

At Sandburg, you’re in charge.

But you're not alone. We'll give you the support and tools you need to work toward a bright future — on
your own terms, no matter what success looks like to you. And while you won't break the bank coming to
Sandburg, our academic and workforce programs can significantly boost your earning potential.

[] That’s taking charge of your success.
: Enroll today at sandburg.edu/enroll.
Or, use the QR code to enroll.

SANDBURG
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United FFA Advisor Named District One Golden Owl Winner

by Kailey Foster

nited FFA Advisor Scott Riden was recently named the District One winner of the Golden

Owl Award. The Golden Owl, which is awarded through the Illinois Association of Vocational
Agriculture Teachers (IAVAT), recognizes agriculture teachers who go “above and beyond” for their
students.

Riden was selected as one of the five district winners from a pool of 25 section winners, all
representing middle and high school agriculture teachers across the state.

“It’s a testament to my students. I've been fortunate enough to have some very good students who
have been very successful, and they, in turn,
make their old ag teacher look good,” shared
Riden. “It’s quite an honor to be recognized. The
other four candidates are great teachers as well.
Since this is my last year, it’s especially neat to
be recognized before I retire.”

Before becoming an agriculture teacher and
FFA advisor, Riden was part of the Northwestern

High School FFA chapter. Through his years as FARMERS GRAIN COMPANY
a FFA member and advisor, he has watched the ROSEVILLE - SCIOTA
organization evolve.

285 E. Broadway = Roseville, lllinois
309-456-3600 = 309-426-2147
www.fgcroseville.com

“I started teaching when it was still the Future
Farmers of America, and at the first National
Convention I attended, they changed the name
to the National FFA Organization, as it is today,” shared Riden. “It has really evolved, especially
the leadership aspect of FFA. There are a lot more events to participate in, and many contests
have evolved over the years. But mainly it’s the leadership and confidence students gain from
participating in Career Development Events and Leadership Development Events. They do well,
gain confidence, and that’s what I like to see.”

The Golden Owl district winners are finalists for the Illinois Agriculture Educator of the Year
award, which will be announced this June at the IAVAT conference.

c‘)
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CBI Bank & Trust has a long tradition of helping the
farmers in our area grow and prosper. Whether you
need financing for daily operations or to fund growth
and expansion, CBI Bank & Trust has a full suite of
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2 Americlnn Way, Suite D Mike Shane - Vice President, Agricultural Banking
Monmouth, IL 61462 michael.shane @ cbibt.com NMLS# 1552937
(309) 734-5757 (309) 509-0078
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Local Farmers Recognized for Lifelong Service to Agriculture

by Kelsey Crain

Each year, the Warren-Henderson Farm Bureau “We tend to stay in the Countryside and on our tractors,
presents an Ag Service Award to recognize do gOOd, andjust give back. It is nice to honor those

outstanding service to the local agricultural people and give them the recognition they deserve after

community_ This year, the honor was awarded a long career of service to their Community,” Armstrong

to Henderson County residents Randy and Paula added.

Bigger. President Jake Armstrong said their years
of dedication made them well deserving of the
recognition:

The Bigger’s were presented their Ag Service Award at
the Warren-Henderson Farm Bureau’s Murder Mystery
Dinner and Foundation Auction in early March.

“Great outstanding individuals, who have 40, 50 i
years plus service the Henderson County community. Ryner’ s Tire and Auto Svc
If you think it, they have probably done it or been

involved with it, whether it is farming operations,
other businesses, school board, churches, all of it.
They just had a top-notch resume. That is what that
award is for, to recognize outstanding community
individuals in the agricultural field and give them a
little recognition,” shared Armstrong. 300-734-3434

Schleich Honored with 2026 5o 5 &awyMonmoutn 1L, 61462
Beef Backer Award

by Kailey Foster

Serving your automotive needs since 1984

he Tri-County Cattlemen present the Beef Backer Award to an individual or business that has shown
longstanding support for the organization and the beef industry. This year, the honor went to Robert Schleich.

“I was very surprised, but I've raised cattle all my life, and what a wonderful award, so I'm very humbled,” Schleich
shared. “I started raising cattle when I was in junior high, and I've had them ever since. My father had cattle before
me, and my grandfather, and now my sons. We run about 80 head of cows and really enjoy it.”

Schleich was recognized at the Tri-County Cattlemen’s 2026 Annual Banquet, where Tri-County Cattlemen
President John Kane explained why Schleich was this year’s choice. Kane noted that the Beef Backer Award goes
to someone who has supported the group for many years, often through involvement, attendance, and strong
contributions.

“He has been a longtime supporter of me and a mentor to me,” Kane said. “He was honestly the first person I
thought of when selecting a recipient. He’s always there for the kids and usually likes to donate a lot of money to
this organization.”

Kane added that Schleich’s support goes beyond the banquets, his longtime involvement in the beef industry,
continued cattle operation, and family’s multi-generation commitment make him an outstanding example of local
agricultural dedication.

Adam Martin, Co-Owner/ Managing Broker
. PH: 309-371-8130
l | ‘ Email: Adam@LMP309.com
Jared Kunkle, Co-Owner/Broker
LANDMANAGEMENT PH: 309-299-6998
P A R TNE R S Email: Jared@LMP309.com

Gilbert Hennenfent, Broker
Land Management Partners, LLC focuses on providing excellent PH: 309-337-2995

farm management and real estate services to its customers. Email: gilberthen3@gmail.com
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Government Payments and Crop Insurance Strengthen 2026
Outlook for Farmers

by Kailey Foster

efore the start of the Iran conflict, 2026 farm economics was shaping up to be in a

better position than 2025. Chris Gavin, President of 1870’s Holding Company, said this
improvement was not only due to government payouts and the One, Big, Beautiful Bill, but
also because of crop insurance subsidies.

“The government payments—the bridge payment

currently being distributed, along with the ARC ;

(agriculture risk coverage) and PLC (price lost Cultlvate Your
coverage) payments tied to what we marketed s S 1

last fall—look like they’re going to provide FlnanCIH FU_ture

another boost to farmers’ net income,” said
Gavin. From Ag loans to Trust Services to

“We still don’t know what yields will look like Credit Cards for yOL,Jr busmess,-
yet, but we’ve done some work on break-even where farm meets finance, we've
levels for farmers. And with the crop insurance got you covered!

deadline having passed on March 15, those
decisions are now set—everyone’s made their
choices.”

Gavin added that for his family’s operation,
they’ve taken a different approach than in

past years by investing more heavily in crop
insurance for the 2026 crop, using tools such as
HarvestIQ to help build a safety net.

“What the One, Big, Beautiful Bill has done is

help raise that safety net,” added Gavin. “Overall, SEs @Mldwest Bank
I'd say farmers are in pretty good shape. Their L Sy
balance sheets are solid—though liquidity e A Mo L
has tightened, mainly because of machinery = wwaw, mbw! com . gsic[%
payments. That’s taken a toll on cash flow. But in [ : 3 %3
terms of net worth and equity, farmers are still
in a strong position.”

Amid these uncertainties, farmers are relying on a stronger safety net, careful planning, and
technological tools to navigate the season ahead.
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Maritime Shipping Could Drive Massive Corn Demand
Through Ethanol Fuel

by Kailey Foster

An industry that burns over 90 billion gallons of fossil fuels annually, the maritime shipping
industry presents an opportunity to grow demand for corn by switching to ethanol fuel.

Illinois Corn Growers Board member Rob Elliott explained that the industry is looking for ways to

adopt cleaner fuel sources instead of the heavy fuel oil it currently uses.

“One of their major players, Maersk, is an extremely large shipper- you might see their
containers going by as you’re waiting at a railroad crossing. They’'re a large shipper, and many of
those big shipping containers go from one part of the world to another,” said Elliott.

By making ethanol the fuel of choice for a company such as Maersk, Elliott said there could be a
significant increase in corn demand.

Galesburg Lumber & 309-342-5185
sales@galesburglumber.com

Construction Supply " cciiyowned & operated

161 M. Academy 5t. Galesburg, IL 61401 Ask about ourfree delivery

“Maersk is working on and testing a 100%
ethanol-fueled engine. If those all came into
play, like I said, at that 90 billion gallons, it

would be a significant increase in our corn *  premium lumber #*  Milwaukee tools
demand.” at box store prices *  Ardex
Elliott added that the rail industry, which uses *  Doors-ed.int. storm *  Concrete cure & seal
a billion gallons of mainly low-sulfur diesgl *  Windows %  Cabinets/Countertops
fuel annually, would be another opportunity % sidin ]
for both the ethanol and corn industries. I #  Millwork

*  Composite decking *  Fasteners
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Your land.

A lasting legacy.

Galesburg Community Foundation’s Land to Legacy program helps landowners
preserve their farmland for generations to come. We make it easy to turn your
land into a lasting gift that invests in local communities and honors your life’s
work.

Contact Galesburg Community Foundation at 309.344.8898 or visit
yourgcf.org/landtolegacy to learn more.
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Conversation with Brazil Veterinarian Marco Vinicius

English Translation by Sebastiao Neto

M arco Vinicius is a veterinarian specializing in dairy cattle in Goias, Brazil. In this Q&A, he
joined WRAM'’s Kailey Foster and Sebastiao Neto to share insights on common livestock
health issues, biosecurity practices, and the main challenges faced by farmers. He also discussed
differences between Brazilian and U.S. cattle production and the growing role of technology in

Roseville

Veterinary Service

(309) 426-2121
165 W Penn Ave, Roseville, IL

rosevilleveterinaryservice.com

farming.

: What are the most common health problems
vou see on livestock in Brazil and what
biosecurity steps are taken to minimize the risks?

: The health problems that are being

problems recently for our local farmers, are
the same spotted in the USA, which are Nitrites,
Mastitis, Ketosis, and Retained Placenta, and
we did not have any cases of major diseases
recently that could be trouble for livestock and
production. Regarding the biosecurity steps
taken to try to control the growth of diseases or
any issues in general, they are very strict. Most
livestock farmers have a special environment

that is highly secured, and thoroughly cleaned and protected. When visitors, or workers, are to go
into the isolated environment they are kept in, they are required to take a contamination shower,
and get into special biohazard clothing to avoid contact with those animals and not cause diseases

or any harm to their health.

:What are the biggest challenges you find as a vet dealing with farmers in Brazil?

: The biggest challenge I face as a Dairy Veterinarian is to get farmers to understand how
important it is to have a comfortable and well taken care of place for your livestock to

feel well and give you the
most production return

in the end. One other
point that has been a
challenge is to get them
to understand that certain
breeds are going to have

a better result under

the dairy production,

and others will be better
under a meat production,
and they sometimes get
disappointed when not
reaching the production
goal, and the only reason
is that they do not have
the adequate breed for the
product they are looking
for.

YOU WORK HARD
FOR THIS. WE CAN
HELP PROTECT IT,
FOR TODAY AND
FOR TOMORROW.

Grit. Passion. Support. We understand what it takes to make big dreams a reality.

Let’s talk about the protection your farm deserves.

Carol Shaw, Agent
702 N Main St
Monmouth, IL 61462
(309) 734-2990
cshaw@amfam.com
Certified Agency in
Customer Excellence

AMERICAN FAMILY
[ INSURANCE |

Insure carefully, dream fearlessly.
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: What is, in your opinion, the biggest difference between Brazilian and American cattle?

:The biggest difference I can see between the cattle is that in the USA, there is a higher

selection pressure over the animals, and they go under a more strict pick than in Brazil. One
other factor that calls my attention is how the environment, and the weather conditions favor USA,
as well, since in Brazil the climate is warmer and it can get too hot for the livestock sometimes,
which ended up impacting on production, since there are no indoor climate controlled places for
animals. One last thing that makes a difference is the quality of the food you give your livestock,
and USA have a big quality production of corn that is turned into food for them, and that is one
more point that can be seen as a strong point also for both countries.

: What role is technology playing on
production in Brazil, and how is the
implementation happening?

: Technology plays a strong role in a few areas,

but not as strong as others. For example, I
just now had a farmer implementing robotics on
his farm, which is still under testing, but they’ve
gotten good results in the first month. The biggest
challenge when it comes to this is the high prices
for those softwares, and robots, which are very
expensive in Brazil for many reasons, such as
taxes, and import prices.

RESOURCES —

ANTHONY LINDBURG SAM WOLF ‘
MERCHANDISER MANAGER ~ GRAIN MERCHANDISER
MONMOUTH, IL EDGINGTON, IL
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Growing Energy Demand Sparks Farmland Concerns Locally

by Parker Cassidy
llinois lawmakers are continuing to take a
closer look at renewable energy as demand
continues to grow across the state. State
Senator Mike Halpin said energy production is
struggling to keep up with that demand, which
is becoming a growing concern.

“When it comes to other renewable energy,
we’re certainly incentivizing that and trying to
make that easier by making sure that there’s a
statewide set of regulations for where and when
they can be placed. The
biggest problem is that

the production of energy

is being far outpaced by I
the demand for energy.

Every one of us holding
one of these little devices,
the iPads and the other
tablets that our kids are
using, Al data centers,

all of that is just spiking
the demand for that
energy. Which results

in us as homeowners

and residential users
competing for that energy
with big tech, and it’s
raising our prices.”

do for You.

Lifelong Impact

Halpin said the issue is
expected to remain a
major topic of discussion
as lawmakers look for
ways to boost energy
production moving
forward.

As these projects expand,

[PAID FOR BY VANGIL FOR CONGRESS

Illinois Extension

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Discover what
Extension can

Lifelong Learning,

Find more workshops, events, and trusted
information at go.illinois.edu/hkmw

Where knowledge and action meet.

so has the debate about how they could impact
farmland locally. Jake Armstrong, President

of the Warren-Henderson Farm Bureau, said
land use decisions ultimately come down to the
property owner, but location still matters.

“I tend to view it as it’s your land. If you want
to put up solar panels on it, put solar panels on
it. Put a wind farm, great. If you want to farm
crops, have at it. You want to build a house, a
shopping mall, grain elevator, I don’t care. It’s
your land, it’s your
right to do whatever
you would like with
it. Locally, Warren
County tends to be
a little anti that.
They like to preserve
that farmland
in farmland. I
generally agree
that we should be
putting solar panels
and wind turbines
. where they're most
effective. I think
green technology is
a solution we can
use going forward, if
we implement those
properly.”

The conversation
around renewable
energy and farmland
use is expected to
continue at both the
state and local levels.
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Rural Schools Blending Agriculture and Computer Science

by Kelsey Crain

(309) 734-8484
700 E Jackson Ave, Monmouth, IL, 61462

24 - Hour Emergency Service

Free Estimates

10-Year Equipment Warranty

he Association of Illinois Rural and Small

Schools has launched the Rural Illinois CTE
Project in partnership with the Illinois State
Board of Education. The initiative aims to better
understand what rural districts currently offer
through career and technical education (CTE),
identify challenges and opportunities, and
provide direct local support to help expand these
programs. As part of ongoing efforts to strengthen
career readiness, Program Director John
Glasgow highlighted a pilot program that blends
agricultural education with computer science.

“Students in a rural district have this opportunity
to be broadly engaged. Another asset to being in a
rural district is flexibility and freedom. Teachers
consistently across the nation in a rural district
will say they have way more autonomy to create

% the class they want, to lead the class they want,

and to change with students and time. I took that
as a starting point,” reported Glasgow. “Ag is the

B! most offered CTE course in rural Illinois districts.

What is difficult though is we also need a lot of
computer science skills, but that is very difficult
for rural districts to do. So, one pilot we have
been working on is allowing ag ed classes to teach
computer science skills.”

Through the program, interested ag educators
can attend workshops to learn how to integrate
the computer science skills into their existing
curriculum.

“Really, it comes down to just needing one
teacher. You need an ag teacher,” Glasgow added.
“An ag teacher with an interest and ability to
want to go out and learn these skills. What we

do for the computer science skills is a workshop
for ag teachers to work with our partners at the
Learning Technology Center to see how they can
incorporate what is called a micro:bit into lessons
they already have.”

According to Glasgow, this approach will help
expand access to in-demand technical skills
without requiring schools to build entirely new
programs.

There are approximately 862 public school
districts in Illinois. Of those, 491 are classified
as rural by the Association of Illinois Rural and
Small Schools.
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Raising a Glass to the Farmers Behind the Brew

by Kelsey Crain

Every pint of beer has a story, and it all starts with local farmers planting the crop that makes
the brewing process all possible, shared G&M Distributors President Adam Vitale.

“Without farmers there is no alcohol. One of our
biggest brands, Busch Light, the majority of corn
for all the Busch Light in the United States comes
from Illinois. The farmers in Illinois are massively
important to Busch Light. That is why agriculture
is just absolutely critical to beer.”

One of the most widely celebrated unofficial
drinking holidays, National Beer Day marks the
end of Prohibition and the legal sale of beer.
Dating back to 1933, the first case of beer sold was
delivered to the White House.

“Post Prohibition, so that was when the
government decided that alcohol should be legal
again, they started off with beer,” informed Vitale.
“Before wine and spirits were legal, beer was the
first product that became legal. It became legal on
April 7, 1933. The first case of beer that was legally B
sold in the United States was actually delivered by
the now world-famous Budweiser Clydesdales to
the White House to President Roosevelt.”

The next time you take a sip of beer, think beyond
its’ history. Think of the farmers whose work
helped put it in your hand.

To Plant or Not to Plant

by Kailey Foster

I :ach year, farmers feel pressured to get into
the field in a “timely” manner to complete
planting. But what actually constitutes a timely

planting season?

“When they say timely, what they kind of mean
is early,” shared Lance Tarochione, Bayer

Technical Agronomist.

“I would consider May
10 to be timely. Most
farmers would not
consider May 10 to be
timely because once you
get out of April and into
May, people start feeling
a lot of pressure. We end
up making questionable
agronomic decisions
about when we do things
because of that pressure
we put on ourselves.”

might think.

Tarochione added that planting date has less
impact on U.S. average corn yield than many

“If you do a planting date study in a particular

AUTO | HOME | FARM | CROP | COMMERCIAL

(309) 734-7707

1123 N Main St, Monmouth, IL 61462

field, the results will probably show that the best
time to plant corn is somewhere between April

20 and May 15. But
there’s not a dramatic
drop-off in corn
yield—especially in
central Illinois—until
we get past May 15 or
May 20. Other parts of
the country could be
different.”

After a dry fall and
winter, spring storms
help replenish soil
moisture ahead of
planting season.
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Grain Logistics Improve as Midwestern Rivers Replenish
by Kailey Foster
ater levels on the mid-Mississippi and Illinois Rivers are in a good position going into the month of May.

Dan Bowman, a grain merchandiser with ADM, reported in late April that river levels had risen to flood
stage in some areas, causing some barge ports to shut down.

“It feels like we saw that a time or two, maybe in the last year or so, when we had these low water situations, we’d
see some spikes and then we lose it,” said Bowman. “Now, it feels like we’re replenishing a lot of these tributary
streams and rivers that feed the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers.”

According to the National Weather Service, in the month of April, Burlington, Iowa recorded just under 6.5
inches of precipitation. Bowman added that this year’s precipitation may help the rivers to sustain levels
necessary to keep grain traffic moving.

“It looks like maybe we’ll be able to sustain levels that have been a foot or two higher than what they have been in
the last couple years, which is nice to see. You just don’t
want to see those sandbars on the Mississippi River when ¢4 %5 W] fo} age
you cross that bridge every day,” said Bowman.

. _ _ Fertilizer Application
In 2025, the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service

reported barge grain movement on the Mississippi River AnhYdI'OU.S Services
System saw an 11 percent increase from 2024-- the
largest increase since 2022.

Being able to transport grain via barge helps manage
rising fuel costs more efficiently by being able to
transport higher volumes of grain.
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Abingdon-Avon FFA

submitted by the Abingdon-Avon FFA Chapter

he Abingdon-Avon FFA Chapter has

demonstrated a strong commitment to
leadership, competition, and agricultural
education throughout the 2025-2026 school
year, earning notable achievements while
continuing to expand student involvement
across a wide range of career and leadership
development events.

At the state level, members of the chapter
achieved impressive success. Aliyah Janssen
earned a 4th place finish in the Agriculture
Education Career Development Event (CDE),
showcasing her knowledge and dedication to
the field. In addition, the chapter secured a 3rd
place finish in Dairy Cattle Judging reasons,
reflecting the team’s skill in evaluation and
communication.

Looking ahead, several members are preparing
to compete at the district level. Anna Serven and
Josie Featherlin will represent the chapter in
their respective public speaking categories, while
the Agricultural Issues team is gearing up for
competition in June.The chapter also recognizes
its graduating seniors for their dedication and
contributions over the years. The 2026 senior
class includes Izzy Kemp, Anna Serven, Lily
Terwilliger, Brenna Jennings, Lucas Andrews,
Cole Sheckler, Brogen Owens, Alex Foutch, Jonny
Simmons, Garron Mason, and Ben Janssen.

Guiding the organization into the future is a
newly appointed officer team. Aliyah Janssen
will serve as President, with Taylor Hendel as
Vice President and Cori Anderson as Secretary.
Additional officers include Collin Jennings as
Reporter, Terrance Reffett as Treasurer, Abby
Kemp as Sentinel, Klaire Anderson as Chaplain,
Josie Featherlin as Historian, and Maci Brooks
overseeing plot and greenhouse operations.
Advisors Makayla Worthington and Colby Trone
continue to provide leadership and support to the
chapter.

With strong participation, competitive success,
and dedicated leadership, the Abingdon-Avon
FFA Chapter continues to uphold the values of
agricultural education and student development,
positioning itself for continued achievement in
the years ahead.

Electro

Mechanical
Resources

ELECTRIC MOTORS- BEARINGS- BELTS PULLEYS- CONTROLS
103 West Martin St. Abingdon, IL. 61410
Phone: 309-462-3200 Fax: 309-462-9266

Email: emrinc@mchsi.com

BRIDGEWAY

CREATING SOLUTIONS
FOR EVERYONE

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

DEVELOPMENTAL AND INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY SERVICES

@ AFFIRMATIVE BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

WWW.BWAY.ORG

el R ﬁ @bridgewaycreatingsolutions

@bridgewaycreatingsolutions

m @Bridgeway
) @Bridgewayinc

—

LIFT CHAIR FROMEE roexsreec
THE OSCAR

Power headrest, lumbar,
back & feet are separate. &

Available in fabric or leather and
also available in a power recliner.

“A Big Store In A Small Town”, [E3 121 N. Broadway e Stronghurst, IL

Bob's TV s home Furnishings 309.924.1811

Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-5 p.m. &

and Carpeting Sat. 9 a.m.-Noon

Custom Drapes and Appliances
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Monmouth- Roseville FFA

by Kailey Foster

he Monmouth-Roseville FFA Chapter found
success across multiple levels of competition this
spring.

On February 14, the chapter participated in the

Section SAE Interviews at Mercer County High School.
Camden Johnson earned first place in Small Animal
Production and Care, and Macy Upton placed first in
Diversified Livestock, both advancing to the district-
level competition. Mallory Corzatt earned second place
in Sheep Production Entrepreneurship.

At the district level, Camden Johnson continued his Ls' Accou NTI N G

success by earning first place, advancing to the state ACCOUNTING - PAYROLL - TAX

Competition. He was later named the Illinois FFA Small Monmouth, IL - www.Isiaccounting.com
Animal Care State Runner-Up.
Our locally owned business has been serving

1 o R the community for over 60 years. Our team has
; fhWheel Specializing in Ag and grown and includes experienced and dedicated
planning Crop Insurance employees to provide both personal and

Abingdon Knoxville professional services.
209 N Main St 110 S Broad St
Abingdon, IL 61410 Knoxuville, IL 61448
’ o 309-734-7213
(309)289-4922 219 E. Euclid Ave, Monmouth IL 61462

®

www.pinwheelplan.com

- Fox Towing

United FFA : Abingdon, IIlinois

by Kailey Foster

T T —N e, CY TG EET)

spring semester at the district, section, and state levels.

P YOUR LOCAL 24/7 HYDRAULIC HOSE REPAIR SHOP
At the District Record Book contest, Aiden Martin S HYDRAULIC HOSE  CYLINDER REPAIR = TRANSFER TANK HOSE IN STOCK
placed first in Diversified Crop Production, advancing
to the state level where he ranked in the top five and
moved on to State Awards Day. Reagan Shike earned
second place in Beef Production Placement, while Nolan Jenks, Rose Leary, Evan Jenks, and Peyton Martin each
earned third-place finishes in Grain Production, Swine Production, Fiber and Oil Production, and Diversified
Agricultural Production.

At the Section 4 Public Speaking contest, Ada Kunkle earned second place in Creed Speaking, Reagan Shike placed
second in Prepared Public Speaking, and Meredith Yung earned second in Extemporaneous Public Speaking. All
three advanced to the district contest in May.

The Parliamentary Procedure team placed second at sectionals before winning the District I contest, earning a
spot at state. Aiden Martin was recognized as top chairman, and Delaney Burns was named second-place floor
member at the district level.

Livestock judging teams also had a strong season, earning multiple top finishes, including first overall at the
ICC contest. Reagan Shike was named high individual at ICC, and the team later placed sixth overall at the State
Livestock Judging CDE.
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West Central FFA

submitted by the West Central FFA Chapter

he West Central FFA Chapter held its annual G H an
banquet on Monday, March 23, celebrating a . ‘

successful year of student achievement, leadership,

and service. Members were recognized for their H
accomplishments in Career Development Events, Si p safer a_nd
including strong finishes in forestry, agricultural smarter with
education, food science, poultry judging, and livestock Cu|||g an
judging.

Juceing water

Students were also honored for their Supervised

Agricultural Experiences (SAEs), which included
hands-on work in areas such as grain, beef, goat, and
swine production. The chapter recognized State Degree Better-tasting food &
and Proficiency Award applicants for their outstanding beverages
dedication and commitment.

. PRT Less plastic waste in our
Service efforts were highlighted throughout the |andﬁp||s

evening, including delivering over 200 meals to local

farmers through Fuel the Farmers, hosFipg Ag ]‘)qy‘ e Up to 99% of

events for younger students, and organizing activities contaminants reduced*
such as the Teacher Appreciation Breakfast and

Wreath Week. *Contaminants may not be in your water

The 2026-2027 officer team was also elected:

+  President: Cooper Gibb

» Vice President: Kaylee Mills During the banquet, 60 members received their
Greenhand Degree, and 26 earned their Chapter

* Secretary: Alivia Price Degree. Two individuals were awarded Honorary

. Treasurer: Blake Ricketts Degrees, and students were recognized for excellence
in service, leadership, and scholarship. Additionally,
+  Reporter: Abby Purchase six senior members were recognized for their hard

work and dedication to the chapter.
- Sentinel: Hayden Forbes

The chapter looks forward to attending State
+  Historian: Kaydence Shaw Convention in June, where two members will receive

their State D .
+  Chaplain: Jeremy Ford eir State Degree

+  Parliamentarian: Graham Kelly

#1 crop hail insurerin Illinois™

“MILLER
@
Miller Ag Solutions and Parts LLC

309-507-4656

Michael Moore, Crop Specialist

Roseville, IL
michael.moore@countryfinancial.com

(309) 426-2077

» Outback Guidance Parts for:
: :i:}::oducts . Ag > (LEvR E6E T *This ranking is based on the number of crop hail policies written.
I — » Automoticve » Off Road Farm and crop insurance policies issued by COUNTRY
st U C UL ; o EErimE e e Performance Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, Illinois,
« Filters for all Types of Equipment Py an equal opportunity provider. COU \ 4
N e Commercial Truck ‘w
» Accessories

0820-511HC_27265-4/3/2024

489 270™ Ave. Little York, Il, 61453
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Golden Manes of Valor Bringing Healing Through Horses

by Parker Cassidy

G olden Manes of Valor is a new nonprofit
in Henderson County focused on helping
people heal through equine, non-equine and
nature-based therapy.

The organization was founded by Army
veterans Tammy Coon and Linda Steinholtz,
with a mission to serve veterans, first

“I inherited their farm in Oquawka, Linda and I
discussed it, and we decided we’re going to start
up this nonprofit called Golden Manes of Valor.

Golden stands for my sister’s hair, which she had
blonde hair, but it’s also for the elderly and the

responders, and others in need.

Coon said the idea
for the program
came from
personal loss and a
desire to honor her
family.

“Unfortunately, I
lost my Irish twin
sister. We were

11 months apart,
best friends. I'm
the youngest of
eight. She was next
in line. Lost her.

It just broke my
heart. Then I lost,
two weeks later,
my stepdad of 46
years, and then my
mother six months
later. So it was all
very devastating.
And it was like,
what can I do in
their honor?”

TRUSTED IN REAL ESTATE,

WESTERN COMMUNITY PUBLIC ‘
TRANSPORTATION &0

WARREN COUNTY | MERCER COUNTY | HENDERSON COUNTY ’

Offering affordable, safe, and accessible
public transportation in Warren, Mercer,
and Henderson Counties

Now offering loops to Burlington,
Galesburg and the Quad Cities

309-734-6001

Connecting riders to:

e

Transportation

and more!

O O
Shopping

(@]
o
o

Healthcare

Making your journey our priority
Since 1982

special needs. Manes is for my parents love of
horses; they trail rode every weekend. Valor is for
first responders and military. That’s our mission

statement.”

Coon said the program is
open to anyone who may need
a break.

“It’s incredible what mini
horses can do for you, the
therapeutic value of it,
nature, the non-equine aspect
of it, there is so much. Linda
and the rest of the team of
volunteers have put together
an incredible program of
equine and non-equine
activities.”

Golden Manes of Valor is
located at 2520 County
Highway 3 in Oquawka.

For more information on
Golden Manes of Valor, you
can find them on Facebook
or visit goldenmanesofvalor.
com.

MACHINERY, & MORE
I THARP

Auction Service

Traditional Values, Modern Methods

@ tharpauction.com

@ 309-315-4636 & info@tharpauction.com
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Hammond Honored with Ag Service Award at Ag Roundtable

by Mike Weaver

llinois State Representative Norine Hammond was presented with an Ag Service Award plaque during the
Spring WRAM Ag Roundtable held in March, recognizing her long-standing support of agriculture in West
Central Illinois.

Moderator of the roundtable and WRAM General Manager Vanessa Wetterling praised Hammond’s dedication,
saying, “This person has been at literally every one of these ag roundtables for as long as I can remember and
has consistently supported agriculture in the West Central Illinois area for nearly two decades. And that is State
Representative Norine Hammond.”

State Senator Neil Anderson also commended Hammond’s efforts. “I can’t say enough about the work you've
done in West Central Illinois, especially when it comes to agriculture,” Anderson said. “One thing we face in
Springfield is that people across the state often downplay the importance of agriculture, and you have done a
great job making sure that doesn’t happen while fighting for our farmers.”

State Representative Dan Swanson echoed those sentiments, highlighting Hammond’s leadership. “Leader
Hammond, that farm voice has to be loud in the legislature, and you certainly have been a strong proponent
for agriculture throughout the state of Illinois, especially here in Western Illinois. We're going to miss your
leadership in the ag community.”

In accepting the award, Hammond expressed her appreciation for the roundtable and its audience.

“To all of the folks here at the roundtable, and to those listening now and over the years, this has always been

an incredible opportunity,” Hammond said. “It’s unfortunate that more areas of our state don’t have the chance
to hear directly from experts about what’s happening in agriculture and agribusiness. I've learned so much and
have taken that knowledge with me to my role as president of the state ag and rural leaders group. I will continue
in that role for some time and remain a voice for agriculture and agribusiness. Thank you all so much.”

West Central @
i, Mc Monmouth
E COLLEGE

GET READY FOR SUCCESS
IN YOUR OWN WAY
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The myFS Agronomy app gives you the
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Push to Raise lllinois Minimum Wage Sparks Concern

by Kailey Foster

As of January 1, 2025, Illinois minimum wage has been raised to S15 per hour for adult workers. This increase
has remained unchanged since then. However, Illinois legislation has been filed to raise the minimum wage
further, to S27 per hour by 2032.

State Senator Neil Anderson said the bill would impact
not only local farmers, but the broader community.

“When you talk about thin margins and the cost of
paying employees, and then add in what that does— AUTO | HOME I LIFE | BUSINESS

especially in our farming community—to workers’ Your local Stronghurst insurance tearn.
compensation costs, you're doubling your employee

costs. That is a big concern,” Anderson said. 406 E Main

Stronghurst, IL 61480

Call us today!

Representative Dan Swanson added that as the
309-924-1152

minimum wage rises, so does the use of kiosk systems in
stores and restaurants.

We're here to help with all your i needs.

9 Rachael com  [Asaly, y com () Courtney. inancial.com

“Even at S15 an hour, it’s tough to be able to staff.
We've read newspapers and heard reports about what'’s
happening in California as they’ve continued to increase their minimum wage—how businesses are closing. I
know there are a lot of other factors involved, but while many people would welcome a S27-an-hour wage, the
impacts across the state of Illinois would not be economically sound,” Swanson said.

In addition to discussions at the state level, multiple Illinois lawmakers are among the sponsors of a proposed
congressional bill that would raise the national minimum wage to S25 per hour.

Planting with ease

Advanced Rehab & Sports Medicine will
treat your pain so acres of planting can be
pain-free.

Repair Shop: 110 West 6th Ave 24 Hour Towing:
309-734-4544 Monmouth, IL 309-734-1999
61462
FOLLOW

RADIO
MONMOUTH

ON SOCIAL MEDIA

0HD6|

Stay connected with news, events, and all things local advrehab-com (309) 734_1103
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Alyssa Stewart;
Managing Partner
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www.arplaw.com
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INSURANCE SERVICES
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Edward Jones
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RYAN J. PAINTER
Financial Advisor

112 S 1st St Suite 1
Monmouth, IL, 61462
(309) 734-1950
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Lumber Plumbing

Electrical

Paint
Building Materials
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Monmouth
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COUNTY REPAIR

Heavy Duty Truck & Trailer Repair
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Sydney Hennenfent, DVM
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Vs
EaglaYiew |

Need Insurance?
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BIRKEY’S IN MACOMB
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