Flash Flood and Isolated Severe Storm Risk ~ >*Fem°er 5.2

4:36 AM
Multiple Rounds of Showers and Storms Expected Through the Weekend

Key Messages

e Active weather pattern will continue through
the weekend with rounds of showers and

storms. Heavy rain and a few strong storms
are possible.

e A Flood Watch has been issued for a small
portion of eastern lowa and northwest
lllinois for late tonight and Saturday. Rainfall

of 1-3” are likely with locally higher amounts
possible.

@ What Has Changed

e First Issuance

Next Scheduled Update
e |If needed, by 4 PM Friday
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https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc1&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872486&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc2&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872489&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc3&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872492&auto=1
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/partners/outlooks/cwa/DVN/
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc1&height=642&x1=-9800029&x2=-10631664&y1=5430629&y2=4459573&spl=3&cdy=3&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872454&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc2&height=642&x1=-9800029&x2=-10631664&y1=5430629&y2=4459573&spl=3&cdy=3&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872459&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc3&height=642&x1=-9800029&x2=-10631664&y1=5430629&y2=4459573&spl=3&cdy=3&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872462&auto=1
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/partners/outlooks/region/CR/
#

September 18, 2026

Heavy Rain and Severe Storm Confidence 4:36 AM CDT

Forecaster Insight
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What We Know / What Is More Uncertain \

e Rounds of showers and thunderstorms are
expected through the weekend. Rain may be
heavy at times. Isolated strong storms are
possible today and Saturday with gusty
winds the primary threat.

e Coverage of storms, and the potential for
severe weather (low).

e Where the axis of heaviest rains will fall
through Sunday. Each round of
precipitation will have an impact on where

e Elevated Flash Flood Threat. Heavy rain in the subsequent rounds will occur.

urban areas, poor drainage areas, and any

areas that have received heavy rain over the
past couple of days will be at risk for flash

flooding.

e Tributary river flooding. It is possible where
the heavy rains occur late in the weekend
and early next week as runoff enters into the
rivers and streams.

_————————\
_————————’

e Drier and cooler conditions are expected to
settle in by Tuesday of next week. \ /
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r& Multi-Day Heavy Rain Threat This Weekend ~ September 18 2026

&

el Multiple Rounds of Heavy Rain Will Bring a Flood Threat
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Platteville l : Plattevill
° Janesvnlle. ALV C e jaln:svme.
Monroe o l Monroe
)
Waterloo 2 Dubuque Dubuque , O

1 1
v, \ Maquuketa. s Maquoketa
Cedar Rapid DeKalb o Cedar Rapids *
°

‘

Platteville

N

Wate

===

Maquoketa

D
Clint: -
pton. inton .I B /_/

Sterling/Rock F{all|s

eKalb 3

De (alb.

O )
[\ Tioton clintonl /_/ l A Clinton /_/
° pton
lowa City, e Sterling/Rock Falls ) . ®Sterling/Rock Fal
e ] ( e lowa City__ | |4 y
x]'_\ [ _\_\— |
i 2% ) R ]

Sigourney. T M°I'“e\.,\|::|:inc_eton P

wn

Da';n\pﬁt

&Aledo.
|

Moline :
R\Enn;‘etqn. ttawa.

ettumwa. Mt. Pleaslant. / T Mt. Pleasant. / balesburg 2 —
Burlington ( O Pontia
? Memphis Keo:%m:
'Kirksvilie; 1
Excessive
Key Messages: Rain Risk NONE G 5) HIGH

e Multiple rounds of showers and thunderstorms are expected through the weekend. Rain may be heavy at times with widespread
1-3” rainfall totals Friday through Sunday. Locally higher amounts of 3-5+” is possible.
¢ Flash flooding threat will exist with repeated heavy rain producing storms and high rainfall rates, while flooding of low lying areas,
cropland and ditches is possible. Rises on rivers, streams and creeks is also possible.
National Oceanic and National Weather Service
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September 18, 2026
4:36 AM CDT

Flash Flooding Possible Late Tonight and Saturday

Threat is Greatest for Portions of E lowa and NW lllinois North of U.S. Highway 30
Key Messages Primary Flash Flood Risk Area

e Heavy rainfall with repeating rounds of thunderstorms Hazards
will result in 1-3” of rainfall with localized higher

I ood Watc Dubuque
amounts near 3-5” possible (10-20%)). Waterloo - Bt q

: . . Freeport
e Any urban areas, locations with poor drainage, or

areas that recently had heavy rain are at increased Magquoketa

risk for flash flooding. Sasfie Sk
o _ Sterling &
e A Flood Watch is in effect for a small portion of lowa City '
eastern lowa and northwest lllinois. This Watch could | Moline
be expanded! Weerie Princeton
asningion
1 AM to 7 PM Saturday
Ott
Threats <t
Flash Flooding i Jurligsion
@ May flood roads, low-lying areas, Smuey TISING
fields, and basements, and ~~ Stream and Memphis Macomb
cause rapid stream/creek rises Creek levels
Actions
v NEVER drive or walk across flooded roads.
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https://www.spc.noaa.gov/partners/outlooks/cwa/DVN/
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/partners/outlooks/cwa/DVN/

September 18, 2026

Forecast Precipitation Timing Through Sunday 4:36 AM

When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!

Probability of Precipitation (%) Forecast
9/18 9/19
Fri Sat
[6am 9am 12pmi3pm 6pm 9pm|T2am 3am 6am 9am j 2p

Burlington |10 20 10 |5 5 10|20 30 35 40
Cedar Rapids | 15 45 30 |15 15 15| 45 [65|FZ] 60" | 25

Clinton o 15 30|10 10 10|25 EESER
Davenport |5 20 35|10 5 10| 30 [65)/65 KN 55
Dubugque 5 10 4535 20 20 |55 EXJEE 30 |55
Fairfield 15 25 105 5 10|15 35 45 30
Freeport o 5 15]15 15 10] 30 ENEIES

Independence| 20 50 25 |20 25 35 |65 ELJELN 40 | 50
lowaCity |5 45 30 |10 10 10 35 50 50 §3
Macomb 1020 5 | 5|5 |5 |15 |25]25|25 50 150
Maquoketa | 5 25 45 |10 20 10| 35 [EI'65 EEA| 55

Memphis 15| 5| 5 |0 5110 | 15|15 |20

Key Messages

e Several rounds of showers and
storms expected through Sunday.

—" e First round (scattered with 30-60%
coverage) will be this morning into
early afternoon. Mainly showers
with isolated storms

e Second round (scattered to
widespread) 40-80% develops late
this evening/overnight and
continues through Saturday AM.

e Additional round of widespread

Moline 5 15 30 [10 5 10| 30 [60)6sIERN| 50 | activity (50-90%) is expected by
princeton | 5 10 10 |15 o 5 |15 60l ECNEN) Saturday evening through Sunday
Sterling o 5 15|15 5 5|20 EIEEER 55 55 50 AM

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Probability of Precipitation Forecast (%)
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rrMnqSqwEx9OfaL34xvbUZlrbU-K4rqMBxKPBdKYp7Y
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rrMnqSqwEx9OfaL34xvbUZlrbU-K4rqMBxKPBdKYp7Y
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rrMnqSqwEx9OfaL34xvbUZlrbU-K4rqMBxKPBdKYp7Y
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4:36 AM

WAYS % Flash flooding can escalate qwckly

to receive a wa rmng Heavy rain can lead to sudden flash floods,

whether you're on the road or at a campground.
Will you be ready?

E Set up a way to get weather
warnings on your phone

NOAA Weather Radio Local TV and Radio

y | When alerted to a flash flood,
get to higher ground immediately

WEA / '
Never enter floodwaters

Wireless Emergency Alerts Outdoor Sirens in a vehicle or on foot
& Weather Apps (
weather.g oV weather.gov ‘

aa i i n @weather.gov

From Your Friends,

Qe e Cositers Lightning Safety | Severe Weather Safety | Flooding Safety
v weather.gov

wl National Oceanic and National Weather Service

Atmospheric Administration
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https://www.weather.gov/safety/lightning
https://www.weather.gov/safety/thunderstorm
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood

